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Probably the least imaginatively named newsletter in the world... 



 
 
 
 
 
 
The Club holds regular meetings in the function room of the Falcon Club, 
Egremont starting at 7:30pm on Monday evenings. 
Anyone is welcome to turn up and play.   If you want to, you can just watch, but 
be warned: Roleplaying is a participation hobby and makes dull viewing. 
 
The Club’s activi ties include: 
 
Table Top Roleplaying Fantasy, Futuristic, Comic Book Superheroes, 

and Gothic Horror. 
 
Live Roleplaying Using the Club’s own FADGES LRP rules…  

High Fantasy, Horror, Dark Future, Dark 
Fantasy. 

 
Wargaming Table-top battle enactments featuring Ancient 

Britons, Romans, Napoleonic, Wild West, 
Fantasy to name but a few! 

 
Play-By-Mail The Club runs an En Guarde PBM game. 
 
Computer Network Games The Club runs network gaming sessions every 8-

10 weeks.   Games run include Quake III Arena, 
Unreal Tournament, Crimson Skies and Diablo 2 

 
You can contact the Club through and of these people: 
 
Geoff Brown   Tel: 01946  815898 (any time) 
Steve Proud    Tel: 01946  62312 (evenings) 
 
E-M ail    ClubNews@Bigfoot.com 



3. The Usual Blurb 
4. Notices 
5. Delaware News 
6. Court News 
9. Victoria’ s Secrets 
18. Delaware News 
19. Paris Social Column 
22. Games Day Review 
24. Time for a Holiday 
26. Delaware News 
28. Small Ads. 
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Contr ibutions 

 

To put your article in Club News, give it to Geoff Brown 
at the Club. 
 
Alternatively, you can send it to: 
 

Club News 
15 Church Street 
Moor Row 
Cumbria CA24 3JF 

 
EMail it to: 
ClubNews@bigfoot.com 
A_mole_played_euphonium@hotmail.com 
 
Or even fax it to: 0870-164-0866 
 (Calls charges at national rates – so do it cheap rate.) 

 
All submissions welcome…   We support many different 
formats but prefer Microsoft Word.   Artwork is especially 
appreciated.   All materials will be returned if requested. 

Your Edi torial  Team is: 
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Thought for  the Issue: 

! 
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The AGM will  be on Monday 11th March at 7:30 pm at the Falcon 
Club. 

 

If you want to stand for any of the committee posts (Chairbeing,  
Scribe, Treasure Hoarder, Rumour Monger, Guardian of the Black Li-
brary, or Master of Chaos), or if you would like for propose any mo-
tions, you should contact any member of the committee.   
 

Please remember, that if you do not have a currently valid member-
ship of  SASRA, you will not be eligible to vote at the AGM.  If you 
need to renew your membership, contact one of the committee who 
will be glad to help. 
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23rd May 2053, Entry 734 
 
It’s been about a month now since I’ve 
last worked the shadows.  The re st of 
my team has been either lying low or 
recovering from collapsing a building on 
themselves so I had been dealing with 
personal issue s while I waited for news.  
By the sound of it what happened to us 
may have just been the tip of the ice-
berg.  The Barrens have been getting 
increasingly noisy recently, gang wars 
happening all over the spot.  So as a  
result I wa sn’t too surpri sed when one of 
Father Murray’s kid s acco sted me with a 
message. 

 
What was surprising was that the message 
was a potential job.  Apparently the Father 
has a fri end with a job proposition for us.  I f 
we were interested then we were to be at the 
church hall tomorrow at 3 pm for an intro-
duction.   However with Howie currently at  
the Cyber-R-Us playpen, Mover otherwise 
engaged elsewhere and Outlaw appearing to 
have dropped off the planet I was a bit short  
of backup.  Luckily Coldstream was abl e to 
recommend me a coupl e of runners who 
were avail able at short noti ce that would 
appreciate the work.  I didn' t ask her why, 
my mistake, but she had heard they had rea-
sonabl e reps. I told her to get in touch with 
them and tell them to  “ go to the Pink Pit 
Bull for 8pm and ask the barman for Scar-
let” i f they were interested.  Within the next 
coupl e of hours she phoned me back to say 

they woul d both be there. 
 
I was dancing on stage, having fun and en-
tertai ning everyone, when my partners on 
this run arrived.  It was a qui et night at the 
Pit Bull, only a dozen locals were there, yet 
such was the increase in tension caused by 
the local gang wars that everyone turned to 
watch whenever someone walked in.   
 
The fi rst of them was a heavily freckled red-
headed woman with short frizzy curly hair 
and green eyes.  She was above average 
height with the creamy pal e skin of a true 
redhead and had one of the worst cases of 
freckl es I' ve ever seen.  Stil l not everyone is 
as blessed in that department as I am.  She 
was wearing some of the bulki est armoured 
clothing I' ve seen under an armoured jacket.  
The armour was cut in the fai rly conserva-
tive style that' s de rigeur with the corps, but  
that wasn' t what caught my attention.  She 
was wearing a rapier at her side rather then a 
pistol. 
 
She entered a few minutes early for the 
meet, just as the spotlights started pl aying 
up.  She looked uncomfortabl e with all the 
attention she was drawing, especi ally when 
she realised that she was the only woman in 
the place who wasn' t on the stage. She re-
treated to the bar and after a brief conversa-
tion ordered a beer.  When the bottl e arrived 
she wiped the top before drinking and didn' t 
pull too much of a face.  She looked uncom-
fortable there but was hanging in.  The cou-
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ple of peopl e sti l l watching her fi nally 
turned away when she lit a cigarette.  How-
ever my elevated position let me see what  
they missed.  She hadn' t palmed a lighter 
but had lit up with a flame from her thumb.  
She was a mage. 
 
At 8pm the other came in.  He was a tall  
slightly oriental looking man with short  
spiked grey hair, which reminded me of an 
elderly hedgehog, and sporting a dataj ack.  
He was dressed for work in an armoured 
jacket and syntheti c leathers.  He stood in 
the doorway long enough to survey the place 
and then headed straight to the bar.  He 
looked vaguely familiar and it took me a 
coupl e of minutes to place him.  It was Ste-
vie No Name.  I hadn' t seen him since the 
Templemon Idol affai r a few years back.  He 
didn' t appear to have changed much apart  
from goi ng prematurely grey.  A fter he got  
to the bar he followed the instructions and 
then got to talking with the woman.  The 
barman pointed out a booth to the left of the 
stage as I' d arranged and they wandered 
over.  She sat at the back of the booth 
watching the room rather then the stage de-
liberately.  Her reactions so far had made me 
thinks she' s a bit too well brought up to 
have been in a strip club before.  No Name 
just ignored his edgy looking partner and 
enjoyed the show. 
 
A fter I' d finished my dance I dressed and 
joined them.  A fter greeting each other by 
the names we were usi ng a few years back 
No Name and I exchanged our current street  
names.  He is call ing himsel f Ghost now and 
currently hanging out in a different part of 
the Barrens. He told me that he had learned 
enough about his lost background to know 
not to dig any further, which was a reli ef as 

last time we worked together he was obses-
sive enough about what had caused his am-
nesia to be a potenti al threat to the team at  
times.  He' s a lot more at ease with himsel f 
and, to judge by his pheromones, had re-
learned enough about women to know what  
to do. 
 
The woman introduced hersel f as Dara 
O' Hara. Her accent was pure Seattle, but she 
spoke with a cultured tone not in the dialect  
of the streets.  This together with the way 
she had conducted hersel f so far told me that  
she was probably ex-corp.  She also had 
enough of an ashtray scent about her to tell 
me she was a heavy smoker as well.  She 
wasn' t bad looking with her emerald eyes 
and flami ng hair.  It' l l  be fun to tidy her up 
and take her to my haunt in Lust at the In-
ferno after this job.  In fact it' l l  be fun to 
take Ghost back as well and see how the 
new him copes. 
 
As a bit of fun, and to see how they coped, I  
ordered us a Pink Pit Bull each.  I' ve never 
been abl e to identi fy all the ingredients in 
this lethal house cocktail (apart from the 
pink colouring that gives it it' s name).  
Ghost rose to the chall enge and downed his 
in one go.  Either he' s had a toxi c neut raliser 
installed somewhere or someone has been 
training him in moonshine drinking, because 
he did it with l ittle more then a brief bulging 
of his eyes when the bite that justi fies the Pit 
Bull part of the name happened.  I took up 
the gauntlet and followed him successfully. 
However Dara only got hal fway down her 
glass before turning green.  Thankfully she 
didn' t bring it back up to investigate the 
ingredients. 
 
Once she had recovered I  took them a few 



blocks over to the building I keep an apart-
ment in.  I left them in the lobby in the com-
pany of my guard rats while I changed into 
my working cl othes (dark blue blouse, black 
slacks, secure longcoat, gloves and boots) 
and pi cked up my latest disposabl e Ares 
predator.  What can I say, it' s one of my 
mottoes – live fast, die young and leave a 
good-looking and well-dressed corpse.  
Though I' ve no intention of dying anytime 
soon.  At least not until a certain dragon 
expl ains why he pulled the stunt he did in 
my back garden – he sti l l owes me for the 
job I did at the party for him as well.  And 
after all the work I went too! 
 
While I dressed I put in a call to a certain 
rigger I knew for a taxi servi ce.  Now all  
I' ve got to do is get him a couple of tickets 
for the front row of the Seahawks/Redskins 
Football match.  Why can' t he just watch 
Urban Brawl on Tri-d l ike everyone else?  
Who can I lean on for those?  I' l l need to 
think about that.  And why two tickets?  Has 
he finally got himsel f some female com-
pany?  It' l l  be fun to find out. 
 
Once I was ready we headed to the bus stop 
to wait for my taxi.  A fter Hawkeyes arrived 
with the limo I asked him to stop off at the 
fi rst mall we came to.  Father Murray is a 
friend and I l ike to bring him something for 
the shelter every time I visit.  I wasn' t sur-
prised that as we travell ed Ghost appeared to 
spend the enti re trip looking out of the win-
dow into space.  At least this time he had the 
acumen to expl ain that his cyberware con-
tained a map of Seattle and he was plotting 
the route we were taking.  Last time I man-
aged to wave my underwear under his nose 
without him noticing, not bad considering I  
had to take it off next to him first. 

  
When we stopped at the mall I expl ained to 
the others what we were doing.  I headed for 
a camping shop to pick up sleeping bags and 
survival rations that we could leave behind 
for the shelter to use after we were gone.  
Dara had looked a little uncl ear on why we 
were doing this at fi rst, a bit inexperi enced 
at this aspect of the job I thought, but once 
she cottoned on to my reasons went looking 
for high-energy food.  Ghost went to the 
gunsmiths for ammo for us while we did 
this. 
  
I was with Dara when I heard my father' s 
warning growl over my shoulder.  A qui ck 
astral scan revealed nothing.  Dara was 
magically active, whi ch I expected, with an 
astral taste of charcoal but otherwise all ap-
peared normal.  However when we got out-
side back to the limo Ghost was waiting and 
holding a black helium balloon, which he 
said he was given by a bl ack and white 
clown.  My hackles instantly raised and I  
took the balloon from him and scanned it 
astrally looking for any trace of the clown.  
While I quietly di d this Ghost told us that he 
had caught news report of chaos over by the 
Metroplex.  22 deaths had been caused by 
inter-gang warfare between the Blood Rum-
blers and Gothic Phantoms.  Meanwhile the 
Anci ents were flexing thei r muscl es.  I f the 
Anci ents were involved then this gang war-
fare is getting out of hand.  Ghost confirmed 
that he had a headware radio so I asked him 
to keep an ear on the poli ce frequenci es. 
 
I had just fruitlessl y finished scanning the 
balloon, I' l l  get that clown yet, when I  
glimpsed a gun in my peripheral vision com-
ing towards me.  A quick look revealed two 
cars pull ing into the car park with armed 



gangers hanging out the windows.  I didn' t 
see what they were armed with as I decided 
to throw mysel f behind Hawkeyes'  ar-
moured limo rather then get shot.  The next 
second they opened fire.  As I roll ed I saw 
Dara stand fi rm, create a ball of fire in her 
hand and throw it.  She hit the back car, 
which then exploded as the fi reball blos-
somed.  There were a few final gunshots 
from the front car as I poked my head 
over the bonnet of the limo.  My astral 
vision reveal ed only that the remain-
ing shooter was a mundane human 
with no magic or cyberware.  I  
fi red off a mana bolt at him with 
no effect as his car started to 
accel erate away with it' s back 
end on fi re.  Meanwhil e the 
fl aming wreck of the other car 
rolled to a halt nearby.  It was 
only then that I realised I' d 
let go of the balloon in the 
shooting.  Once again the clown es-
capes. 
 
When I turned back to the others I saw 
Ghost helping a woozy Dara to the 
limo.  Obviously she had caught a bad 
backlash from her spell.  I didn' t say 
anything when I heard the limo' s 
turret quietly retracting be-
yond commenting on Hawk-
eyes'  usual impeccable timing just loud 
enough for his sensors to hear.  What got my 
attention was Dara' s weak comment as 
Ghost helped her into the car - “ not bad for 
my first fight ”.  Dara slept almost the enti re 
way back into the Barrens to the church hall, 
though I' m sure Hawkeyes caught my enti re 
quiet tirade at having a first timer along.  By 
the time I got we got there I' d made up my 
mind.  Dara was goi ng to learn enough from 

this job to cope.  I remembered my own first  
time in the shadows, without Foxfire' s guid-
ance I' d have crashed and burned.  So be it.  
This time I was the teacher. 
 
The church hall hadn' t changed at all in the 
month since I was l ast there, then again what  
does in the Barrens i f it wants to survive.  It  

sti l l  looked dilapidated and as though 
the roof would fall in i f someone 
breathed too hard.  I had gone ahead 
astrally and warned Father Murray that  
we were coming so a small (l iterally) 

audi ence was watching through 
the cracks in the wall when we 
arrived.  The Father and two o f 

the older kids met us outside 
and hel ped hustl e us in. 

 
When we got inside we sorted out the 

sleeping arrangements whil e the by 
now recovered Dara showed of f 

her flaming thumb party trick to 
a coupl e of the kids.  (However 
it didn' t impress Conch).  
Once again the ladi es were 
sleeping in the storeroom but, 
after last time, the Father had 

deci ded that the mal es of the 
group could sl eep in the main hall  
with the kids.  Poor Ghost.  It was-

n' t his fault Howie caused a ruckus by step-
ping on me but he suffers the consequences. 
 
I woke at dawn.  Dara was sti l l asleep but 
noises from the main hall told me that the 
daily grind was starting.   I caught Ghost in 
the middl e of dressing, fai r' s fai r he' s seen 
everything I' ve got, and was surprised to see 
he' s got himsel f a tattoo, a white Eastern 
ghost dragon on the outside of his upper 
right arm and shoulder.  Once he was awake 



I spent an hour or so comparing notes with 
Father Murray about what had happened 
since the Hooks were removed from the lo-
cal scene and then went out hunting.  I did-
n' t do bad, eight devil rats in two hours and 
only five of them were mana bolted.  I did 
skin and dress them before I returned to the 
hall.  Dara looked a bit wary about the fresh 
meat in the lunchtime stew but didn' t com-
plain. 
 
Shortly after lunch another vehicl e arrived 
outside and the driver was hustled in the 
back route into the Father' s offi ce.  Shortly 
after the Father asked us to come through.  
His guest, a well-dressed troll, was sitting on 
the bed in the study bedroom waiting for us. 
His most obvious feature was the fact that  
one horn had been broken and not properly 
reset at some point in the past.  The Father 
stood to one side so I took the chair opposite 
the troll who introduced himsel f as “ Coren 
Thark” and told us he had a proposal for us 
 
He started by tell ing us that street viol ence 
had increased rapidl y recently.  He was a 
cop in the gangs division charged with 
watching and dealing with it.  However 
while the rest of his department think it' s 
just a fl are-up in gang violence he is con-
vinced that it is too big and that something is 
behind it, orchest rating everything for it' s 
own purposes.  He wanted to hi re us to look 
into it and bring any information we find out  
to him.  Then the bargaini ng began.  He 
wanted a report every six hours, I told him 
once per day standard plus ext ra i f we dis-
cover anything worth reporting immedi atel y.  
Payment offered was 20K NuYen each up 
front with the same on compl etion or i f we 
provide proof he can use.  I got us an extra 
10K medi cal cover ext ra each.  Both sides 

will text each other i f we discover anything. 
 
With the dickering done he gave us the in-
formation he already had.  There was a new 
force in town call ing itsel f “ Elven Fire”.  It 
was suspected to be a gang.  It first appeared 
two and a hal f months ago and had done a 
number of hits with no obvious linked tar-
get.  The first hit, though it wasn' t recog-
nised as such until later, was the firebomb-
ing of the “ Jump House” a club in Auburn.  
One week l ater informers had told them that  
a Seoulpa Ring in Redmond had been 
decked into for funds.  This time something 
had been left behind.  A logo of a El f ringed 
in fi re dressed in Ancient colours. 
 
Then Newsnet had reported that they had 
received a message on the day of the first hit 
stating “ The city is to be purified in Elven 
fi re”.  Shortly after that the gang hits had 
started, beginning with the small er gangs but  
escalating to the larger gangs rapidly.  Each 
time the “ Elven Fire” graffiti had been l eft  
behind.  Three weeks ago the largest gangs 
became involved.  (Oddl y enough, Thark 
pointed out, Snohomish hasn' t been hit yet  
by the violence.) 
 
Finally the night before l ast, at the “ Witches 
Circle” cl ub in Loveland a wannabe runner 
was wasted.  However this time they got a 
picture of the hitter.  The victim used the 
name “ St John” and was with his girl fri end 
and several others, believed to be Yakuza.  
The police snitch used cybereyes to record 
the hit.  The kil ler appears to be an el f but  
Thark wasn' t convinced of this.  Also he 
moved fast enough to have wi red reflexes 
implanted in him.  At this Thark handed us a 
vid-chip whi ch Ghost took and slotted.  He 
then talked us through his impressions.  He 



agreed with Thark that the kil ler might have 
been cosmeti cally altered to look like an el f.   
He was big and burly ± not impossible for 
an el f but very unlikely.  Ghost also told us 
that the guy held and used an Uzi without  
suffering any recoil so he probably had mus-
cle augmentation as well.  Finally Thark told 
us that the girl friend' s body hadn' t been 
found and he thought she had got out alive.  
 
We agreed the deal and he gave us each a 
cred-sti ck and a card with his number.  A fter 
punchi ng it into my phone I honoured my 
side of the bargain gave him the card back 
with my number written on it.   I got him to 
give us a lift back to civil isation and we 
parted company at Ki ng Street station in 
Downtown.  It was going fi ve and the rush 
hour was just beginning.  In order to let us 
talk we headed to a nearby restaurant.  
Ghost picked out ª Gracie' s House of Ribsº  
and volunteered to pay so we let him.  The 
prices were a bit steep but worth it for the 
quality of the (real ) meat.  A fter checking 
our weapons and armour at the door we set-
tled down over the meal to plan our next  
moves. 
 
My first thought was to check out who owns 
the ª Jump Houseº.  Was it a raci al hit? Or 
possibly a gang hit or organised crime?  
Ghost told us he has a matrix contact who 
he' d put onto the case.  Dara revealed that  
she had a police contact that she could set  
looking for general background stuff.  We 
all agreed that we wanted to check out the 
ªWitches Circleº and would head there to-
night.  For mysel f I wanted to confi rm that  
the kil ler was an el f.   I feel that the elven 
moti f in these crimes is too obvi ous.  I think 
the enti re episode might be a play by the 
Humanis Policlub or another xenophobic 

group to stir up raci al feelings, and the elves 
are an obvious target.  I asked Dara to set 
her poli ceman to fi nd out how many of the 
gang hits that had an ª Elven Fireº logo left  
behind at contained a high percentage of 
metahumans.  I also phoned Jay and ar-
ranged for a vid specialist to enhance the 
fi lm to check my suspicions. A fter a few 
minutes Jay phoned back and told me to 
leave the chi p in locker 417B at the left lug-
gage lockers on King Street station.  I asked 
Jay for the guy' s number i f his work was 
any good and was told he' d think about it.  
While I was on the phone Ghost had ar-
ranged to meet his contact so after exchang-
ing numbers we headed off on our errands, 
agreeing to meet back here in hal f an hours 
time. 
  
A fter we all met back up we took a taxi 
down to the Puyallup Barrens to visit the 
ªWitches Circl eº.  Apparently since ª St 
Johnº was smeared two nights back the 
owners had made a tourist trap out of it our 
taxi driver told us.  He had regul arly deliv-
ered people there.  I got his card.  A taxi 
driver who is prepared to do tri ps to the Bar-
rens without signi fi cantly raising his prices 
is worth knowing and cultivating in my line 
of work. 
 
It was going eight as we pulled up outside 
the club.  There was a queue of about thirty 
to forty people trail ing down the street from 
the neon sign.  A quick ast ral check reveal ed 
no wards or watchers around the place as 
well as an aura of excitement around the 
queue.  The bouncer was an orc.  Larger 
then average and possibly contai ning a 
sprinkling of l ight cyberware.  The queue 
was moving reasonably fast and the others 
duti fully joined the back.  However I' ve 



never l iked queuing and used my charms on 
a young man to let me join him a third of the 
way up the queue.  He even decided to pay 
my entrance fee, how charming. 
 
Inside the spot was a really no di fferent from 
your standard low cl ass night -club ± except  
for it' s recent notori ety (and good sound 
system).  It was a square room with the en-
trance in the middl e of one of the walls.  The 
left-hand side of the room was basically the 
dance floor, surrounded by a horseshoe of 
tables, whil e the right -hand wall was a series 
of small booths.  However there was no bar.  
Instead hal f a dozen wait resses wandered 
around the tables 
taki ng orders 
back to a hatch on 
the back wall.  It 
took no effort to 
fi gure out where 
the hit had oc-
curred - the rope 
around the booth 
in the corner and 
the Orc bouncer 
hanging around 
spoiled the game.  There was no light show, 
the place was too down market for that, but 
the music system sounded reasonable (and 
better then some I coul d mention). 
 
The spot was maybe a third full when I got  
inside, though it was fi l l ing up fast and was 
starting to get a l ittle on the cramped side 
when the others arrived ten minutes l ater.  
Surprisingly the dance floor was sti l l empty, 
obviously no-one had had quite enough 
Dutch courage yet.  When she entered I saw 
Dara wander over to the roped off booth and 
stare at it for a minute with that detached 
looking look mages get when they are look-

ing at the astral plane.  Then she accosted a 
waitress and started talking to her.  I was as 
few minutes ahead of her at this.   
 
The waitress I was talking to had been on 
duty that night.  Before then the spot hadn' t 
been that busy so they were taking full ad-
vantage of the increased business.  The kil ler 
had apparently just walked in and looked 
around.  He had then walked over to the 
corner booth, pulled his gun out and started 
fi ring.  Spray fire ± not aiming at any one 
person.  Everyone else in the pl ace had hit  
the floor and stayed low.  The thing that had 
impressed the waitress most was how fast  

the guy had been.  
Once he had emptied 
the clip he ej ected it, 
caught it before it hit 
the floor and fitted a 
new one before most 
peopl e knew what he 
was doing.  Once he 
had done that he sim-
ply walked out.  No 
one had tried to stop 
him.  A little extra 

fiscal reward got her to tell me that she had-
n' t seen anyone get out from the booth in the 
chaos that followed.  I paid her and asked 
her to try and get me in to see the manager 
and also to tell the rest of staff to come and 
talk to me i f they saw anything else. 
 
A fter putting the wheels in motion I joined 
the others at their tabl e while I waited for 
results.  My drink arrived shortly and the 
waitress nodded at me.  As there was noth-
ing else to do I exchanged notes with the 
others.  The conversation had moved onto 
more personal topics and Dara was making 
the most of the fact that we had the same 



surname when a voi ce behind us piped up 
ª Excuse me, l adies, is one of you Scarlet  
O' Hara?º  When I confirmed my identity 
the man introduced himsel f as Simon John-
son the manager/owner of the club and 
asked i f I would join him in his offi ce.  A fter 
checking that he didn' t mind my ª sisterº  
joining us Dara followed along. 
 
When we got to the offi ce Johnson told us 
that St John had been meeting several orien-
tal businessman when he was gunned down.  
St John wasn' t a regul ar at the cl ub, he had 
been here six times in the past six months 
and this time had been the fi rst time in a 
while.  However Johnson suggested to us 
that someone had survi ved the gunfire.  I  
told him that we could provide safety and he 
sat and thought about it for a few minutes 
before tell ing us to be back before closing 
time (2am) with transport.  I offered to stay 
as security while the others arrange the 
transport.  He agreed to this so when we got  
back into the club we fi l led Ghost in on the 
deal and the two of them headed out to ar-
range something. 
 
About an hour I received a phone call from 
Dara to tell me they would be back in a few 
minutes.  I mentioned this to a waitress who 
told me that tonight we had the run of the 
club so I popped outside to al ert the bouncer 
to let them straight back in.  While I waited I  
sent Thark a text message, ªTalked to the 
witches ± going to see the hagº.  I was just 
reading his reply (ª don' t be so cryptic it' s a 
secure lineº) when Dara walked back in and 
told me Ghost was staying out in the car.  A  
few seconds later Johnson appeared and 
asked about the transport.  When he heard 
we had some he asked us to follow him out 
back.  I did so while Dara went to get Ghost.  

We crossed over an all ey out back and came 
to a warehouse.  When the others arrived 
with the car (a battered looking Ford Ameri-
car) he asked us to follow him and unl ocked 
the door. 
 
Inside the warehouse contained a vari ety of 
di fferent sized crates scattered about the 
fl oor space, while the remains of the lighting 
system gave just enough light to ruin my 
night sight.  After pull ing the door closed 
behind us Johnson qui etly called out  
ª Lucinda, There are some peopl e here that I 
think you should meetº.  There was a shuf-
fl ing from a pile of crates and I saw a 
woman carefully step out of hiding.  She 
was human, of medium height and build, 
and the person who we come here looking 
for.  She was wearing an upmarket party 
out fit that, to me at least, had been ruined by 
being slept rough in whil e the remains of her 
previ ously stylish hair was now just a tan-
gled dark brown mess. 
 
Seeing the state of the girl I draped my coat  
around her and asked Ghost to go start the 
car and to plot a route back to my flat.  The 
rest of us were just turning to follow Ghost  
when Dara announced ª there' s someone at  
the far end of warehouseº and stepped be-
tween the girl and the darkened space.  
There was a very loud animal roar, a preda-
tor of some ki nd that sounded famili ar to 
me, and I caught sight of the person Dara 
had seen accel erating down the warehouse 
towards us.  At the same time I heard move-
ment on the catwalks above us.  This time 
Dara announced her intentions tell ing me 
ªStun at himº as she set loose a spell at the 
runner.  Meanwhil e I focused up at the cat-
walks just in time for a throwing star to hit 
me in the l eft leg.  Unluckily for the thrower 



I identi fi ed his position and sent a mana bolt  
back at him.  I f it didn' t kil l him the landing 
when he overbalanced and fell off did.  
 
Another figure swung off a catwalk and 
landed more gracefully nearby.  Just in time 
to synchronise his landi ng with the two we 
had just hit.  Couldn' t have done it i f we' d 
tried.  I identi fied three targets as another 
one dropped at me with a sword. Two above 
us and the one who had just landed and was 
charging Dara.  I' m not sure Johnson appre-
ciated my quip of ª Friends of yours?º as we 
faced our new opponents.  Oddly enough 
they hadn' t fired at us.  Could they be just  
trying to scare us off? 
 
Dara sent a firebolt at the guy charging her 
and he collapsed as he went up in fl ames, 
skidding to a halt just in front of her.  I was-
n' t so lucky with my opponent and he im-
paled me on his sword as I mana bolted him.  
We both went down together and I saw 
Dara' s face as I started swearing in several  
di fferent languages as I sat up and started to 
pull the sword out of my chest.  This was 
enough for the final guy on the catwalk and 
we heard him flee. 
 
In an odd sounding mixture of disbelief and 
practicality Dara told me to ª disarm and 
bind that guy (poi nted in the direction of the 
one she stunned), I' l l  go help Ghostº.  Now 
our own fight was over we both heard the 
sounds of combat outsi de followed by a pair 
of shots.  As I wasn' t in any fit state to join 
in a fight yet I obeyed her inst ructions. 
 
It struck me as I made my way over that the 
roar was that of a tiger, though my enhanced 
senses hadn' t picked up any sight nor smell  
of one.  Also it had sounded odd, I' m not 

quite sure how yet.  Something to think 
about l ater.  I reached the spot where Dara' s 
victim had been as I heard the others re-
entering the warehouse.  However there was 
no body.  Someone had cl early been dragged 
off here and over to the ajar landing bay 
door.  But when I got there I couldn' t find 
enough of a trail to follow.  Also the body of 
the one who I had mana bolted off the cat-
walk had gone by the time I got back.  The 
idea that our opponents or someone else was 
sti l l in here with us unsettled me enough that  
I deci ded not to investigate. 
 
Dara and I checked the two remaining bod-
ies, the guy who had skewered me and the 
burns vi ctim.  My target was wearing light  
armour under his shirt and had a Browning 
heavy pistol as well as his sword and a cou-
ple of throwing stars.  All we could tell from 
the other was that he was human. 
 
Checking up on the team I found that Ghost  
was badly wounded and smell ed of fresh 
burns and charcoal.  Judging by the glare 
that he was giving Dara he must have been 
hit by part of a spell, while Dara was woozy 
from heavy magic backlash again.  The girl 
has got to learn to pace hersel f or she' l l 
never survive a prolonged fight.  L ucinda 
meanwhil e was in shock, though from the 
attack or my rapi d healing trick I couldn' t 
tell.  That' s something else I' m going to 
have to deal with.  Usually I can expl ain my 
healing away as rapid healing magi c.  I  
haven' t suffered a wound quite that bad in 
front of witnesses for a while and certainly 
never in quite so spectacular a fashion.  
With everyone else unabl e to drive I helped 
them aboard the car and drove off back to 
my safe house. 

Steve Proud 
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It  was an early morning for me this Sun-
day, having to be in Carlisle for around 
2:30 am. Games Workshop' s Games day 
was being held at the National Indoor 
Arena in Birmingham. The early start was 
to meet the coach provided by Carlisle 
Games Workshop store, never turn down 
transport if it ' s provided! After an unevent-
ful bus journey we arrived at the NIA, 8:45 
am, somewhat early still as the doors didn't 
open until 10. After a wait the doors were 
opened and the expectant masses entered 
the building. Inside awaited the games, 
displays, seminars, stalls etc that made up 
this year' s games day. 
 
Gol den Daemon 
 I started by looking at this years 
entrants into the Golden Daemon model-
ling and painting awards. It looked as if the 
judges were going to have a hard job, as 
there had obviously been a lot of work put 
into them. One entrant stuck me as some-
thing completely different. Entered into the 
open category there was a case. Inside the 
case was a nicely detailed axe and effects, 
once belonging to a Space Wolf Lord.  
 
Main Floor  
 Back down on the main f loor things 
were beginning to kick off as the crowds 
grew. As I expected the largest crowds 
were around the sales stalls arrayed around 
three walls of the arena The usual GW 
stalls selling Warhammer and Warhammer 
40,000 were there, as were the aff iliated 

stalls from Black Library, Forge World and 
Fanatic. Also in attendance was Bulldog 
Buckle' s, makers of Batt legear and Hogs-
head, publishers of Warhammer FRP. I 
visited the stalls that most interested me on 
the day, buying one book from Black Li-
brary, two kits from Forge World and a 
Basilisk. I then began to look around at the 
Games tables themselves, these being 
placed around the central stage and screen 
and the Online stall. 
 The tables were situated so that the 
available space was split between Warham-
mer and Warhammer 40k universe games. 
Members of the aff iliated Games Clubs 
this year were running many of these. The 
one that caught my eye was the Epic 40k 
game, which was using a lot of the new 
Forge World kits and models. I watched 
this until one side reached its objective 
(Tyranids reaching the two thirds point of 
the table I think) and engaged one of the 
games club members who the table be-
longed to. He very nicely responded to my 
questions and showed me a lot of the mod-
els and the level of detail on the factory, a 
very nice piece of scenery. Afterwards I 
decided to check out the lower f loor. 
 
Lower  Floor  
 This year the lower f loor was some-
what emptier that last, the f inal rounds of 
various national tournaments not being 
played here. However the online computers 
were here and so where a small number of 
computers for Wolfenberg and other GW 

September 30th: a plunge into darkness. 
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related games. The main reason for my visit 
was a stall from Sabertooth Games, the peo-
ple producing the excitedly waited for War-
hammer 40k card game. As they were dem-
onstrating the game I took the opportunity 
to have a pre-release playing test. 
As games go it was nicely thought out and 
the pre-release rules played smoothly and 
well, maybe it will require looking into 
when it is f inally released. Also on the 
lower f loor was a demonstration of the War-
hammer FRP game using Warhammer 
miniatures. It was here that I found a former 
club member who, whilst not taking part in 
the game, was it seemed with the group run-
ning the game. She introduced me to a cou-
ple of them and I ended up talking to one. It 
seems that they have converted the War-
hammer FRP game into a Live Role-play 
game. 
 
Other things of interest 
 This year there were a number of 
seminars being run by various members of 
the GW departments. However I was under 
the impression that these were closed ses-
sions, a competit ion being run prior to the 
actual day, but it seams this wasn't so as I 
found out afterwards. Oh well, I' ll have to 
catch them next year. Inside the design stu-
dio we were given the chance of viewing 
some of the new miniatures not yet re-
leased. Not much stuck out except the new 
plastic High Elves and plastic Necrons, 
which no longer look like last years 
‘ Gretchin in Power Armour'. Back on the 
main f loor I was in time both for the appear-
ance for Dan Abnett at the Black Library 
signing booth, but also for the telling of 
perhaps one of the greatest stories in the 

Warhammer 40k universe, the Horus Her-
esy and the Siege of the Emperors Palace. 
This was something I wanted to hear, hav-
ing only read partial writ ings that some-
times contradicted each other. Although not 
the definit ive version, it was a well-spent 
half-hour. 
 
End of the Day and Gol den Daemon 
Awards 

Following the Horus Heresy story I 
decided to f ind a seat in front of the stage 
and wait for the moment that the winner of 
the Slayer Sword was announced. Although 
I had a bit of a wait I ended up comparing 
notes with some other t ired people, the main 
conclusion being that this year was better 
organised than last. Then the moment ar-
rived and a due dressed as an Inquisitor and 
a Cadian Guardsman stepped onto the stage 
to announce the winners of the various sec-
tions and then the overall winner. He was: 
The Slayer Sword Winner: 
The best of all Golden Demon entries 
  Christian Blair 

 
Following the Golden Daemon 

awards there was a feature presentation of 
Games Workshops upcoming co-operation 
game of Lord of the Rings. I will not say 
much about this here as it will spoil the ex-
pectations of those who might be reading 
this report. However I will say that it looks 
as if Games Workshop have done a nice 
job. Following this the day began to end, as 
it was now about ten to four and a lot of 
t ired, happy gamers began to congregate in 
there parties for the off. 
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